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There is a Third Way

I want to think with you one more time today about what it means to follow 
Jesus and be the Church in the midst of a world where human sexuality is being 
expressed in diverse ways today outside of the historic Christian vision I 
described last week. I want to further define for us what it means to be an 
extraordinarily redemptive community like the Acts 2 church was, a people who 
love God and their neighbor with profound passion and practice what I and 
others have called the THIRD WAY. 

Here at Christ Church, we’ve had a long-standing practice of performing 
weddings for one man and one woman alone. We’ve viewed that covenant as 
meant to be an interdependent, exclusive, and lifelong commitment. We’ve 
believed this context to be the best possible place to raise children. We’ve 
called our congregation to the biblical standard of chastity in singleness and 
sought to be the kind of loving community where unmarried persons never 
have to walk through life by themselves. We believe that the sexual exploitation 
of the weak in all its forms is wrong. Whatever our courts and wider culture do, 
we are not going to abandon these standards. We hold these convictions not to 
be militant or hateful, but simply because we humbly believe these standards to 
have been given by a loving Creator for the purpose of human flourishing. 

But with equal passion, let me also say that we refuse to abandon people who 
don’t fit neatly into this vision. We believe that, in one way or another, all of us 
fall woefully short of the glory of God (Rom 3:23). Every one of us is out of 
alignment with the character of Christ and the vision of his kingdom in many 
ways. We believe that all of us are in continuing need of God’s redemptive work 
and that the church is meant to be the kind of community where we find his 
help. So, if you are a divorced or remarried a divorced person, you are welcome 
here. If you are an LGBT person or have been wed in a same-sex marriage 
elsewhere, you’re welcome here. If you have had a sexually promiscuous life or 
a problem with porn, you are welcome here. If you seek to prey on others 
sexually or in any other way, let me be absolutely clear, you are NOT welcome 
here. But if your life, like mine, bears the mark of any other challenge or 
condition common this fallen world awaiting its full redemption, you are 
welcome here. 

As I say these things, I am mindful that it is hard to hold this creative tension 
between God’s truth and his grace, even though Jesus shows us that it is in 



that tension that God displays his glory (John 1:14). To help flesh this out, I 
want to describe four practices which I believe could help us become the kind 
of community where we can come as we are and become who we can be.

LOSE: Ask What You Need to Deny

First of all, we need to practice what I call the LOSS Principle more than 
many of us have. I need to speak bluntly. Lots of us are admirers of Jesus. 
We’re attracted to him, but we primarily view him as an accessory to our lives, 
as someone from whom we can get benefits with very little cost. It’s normal to 
start out as an admirer of Jesus. But if we want to be disciples of Jesus, then a 
shift of perspective is required. Jesus put it this way: “Whoever wants to be 
my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow 
me. For whoever wants to save their life will LOSE IT, but whoever 
loses their life for me will find it.” (Mat 16:24-25)

Jesus wants to give us life in all its fullness (John 10:10) – in all of its wild, 
wonderful possibilities. No body is more committed to seeing you flourish than 
Jesus is. But to gain the extraordinary life Christ can make possible, you have to 
lose some things. You have to “deny” – or as the image of taking up a cross 
suggests – go on a journey of dying to the appetites, attitudes, and actions 
that the world says are fine or even good, but which Jesus says are contrary to 
the way of the Kingdom – i.e. to that strategy for human flourishing that God 
has laid out. The greatest kind of life is only gained by dying to a lesser one. 
The popular TV show has it right: The biggest loser wins. 

If Christ Church is going to be not just another club of Jesus Admirers, but a 
community of Genuine Disciples, then all of us at all times have to be sitting 
with this question: “Jesus, what do you want me to deny? What of my current 
attitudes, appetites, or actions do you want me to lose, crucify, repent of?” If 
you can’t look in your rear view mirror and see some things you’ve left behind, 
then maybe you haven’t yet decided to be a disciple of Jesus. That’s O.K. Jesus 
and his church do not force any one to be a disciple. But discipleship is what 
this church is ultimately about and its for the health of your soul. “What good 
will it be for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their 
soul?” (Mat 16:24-26) Your soul is pretty important, don’t you think? So don’t 
buy this world’s lie that life is found in having it your way. Keep asking 
yourself: “Jesus, what do I next need to lose?”

LOG: Focus on Your Sin First

You’ll notice that I put that question in personal terms. The question isn’t: 
“Jesus, what does that person next to me or over there need to change?” I get 
why it’s tempting to make that our focus. Other people are obviously doing 
wrong things and life would certainly be better if everyone else cleaned up their 
act. The Apostle Peter was always sure he was the MOST devoted disciple. Ten 



minutes after Jesus had forgiven him for denying CHRIST three times, Peter was 
back to minding the Apostle John’s business. “What’s your plan for him?” Peter 
demands. And Jesus says: “What is that to you? You must follow 
me.” (John 21:22)

Elsewhere, Jesus said: “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your 
brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own? How can 
you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when 
all the time there is a plank in your own eye? You HYPOCRITE, first 
take the LOG out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to 
remove the speck from your brother’s.” (Mat 7:3-5)

I call this the LOG Principle. The simple practice is to focus on your own sin 
first. This isn’t some live-and-let-live liberality talking here. This is Jesus talking 
and we better deal once and for all with that. According to Jesus, that log of 
pride, anger, greed, envy, lust, gluttony, sloth or whatever other sin is clogging 
our eyes so much that we can’t even see ourselves accurately in the mirror, 
makes us highly unqualified to start doing surgery on others. 

Christ’s harshest words are reserved for hypocrites. “Woe to you, teachers of 
the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You shut the door of the 
kingdom of heaven in people’s faces.” (Mat 23:13) “You are like 
whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the 
inside are full of everything unclean.” (Mat 23:27) “You give a tenth… 
but neglect the more important matters—justice, mercy and 
faithfulness.” (Mat 23:23) 

When you and I are confident we are no longer hypocrites, then we are 
welcome to start moral surgery on others. But even then, we would be wise to 
take a humble approach. Jesus said: “Do not judge, or you too will be 
judged. For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, 
and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” (Mat 7:1-2) 
Let me humbly ask: What measure of grace or judgment do you want ladled 
out to you?  

LEAD: Earn the Moral Authority to Speak

The truth, of course, is that there are times when it is crucial that we do 
address the sin we see in other people. What parent could claim to love their 
child and not try to deal with appetites, attitudes, or actions that were injurious 
to that child or by which that child might be injuring others? In the eighth 
chapter of John’s gospel we see Jesus dealing with the sin of someone in a 
manner that illustrates something important about this. Christ steps between an 
angry crowd and a woman who’d been caught in adultery. At the risk of his 
own life, Jesus stands between the mob and this woman. “Let any one of you 



who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her”… At this, 
those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, 
until only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there. Jesus 
straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one 
condemned you?” “No one, sir,” she said. “Then neither do I condemn 
you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.” (John 8:7-11)

Here is a blazing example of what I call the LEADERSHIP Principle. There 
are people in our world who need to be led to leave behind a life of sin of one 
kind or another. But those with the greatest authority to lead them, will be 
those who exhibit one or more of three characteristics: One, they are examples 
of holiness. There’s a purity and beauty to their life that the other admires 
enough to really hear what they say. Two, they have undergone profound 
transformation themselves. They can help others with life-change, because 
they’ve been through such a process. Or three, they love the other person so 
fiercely there’s not a shred of condemnation in their voice and the other can 
feel it. When they say they hate the sin but love the sinner, the other person 
actually believes that’s true, and doesn’t just wince or ache.

Jesus had the moral authority to lead people on all three fronts. He was 
perfectly holy. He’d undergone the ultimate transformation (read Philippians 2). 
And he loved sinners so deeply, that he’d not only stand between them and a 
rock-throwing crowd; he’d go to a cross for them. How about you and me? We 
can throw rocks at sinners all day. It’s a popular sport. But how many people 
have you successfully condemned into becoming a better person? Do we care 
more about being right or about being righteous in the way that Jesus models? 
The Church will gain cultural authority again when we are exemplifying the kind 
of moral authority we see in Jesus and his first disciples. 

LENGTHEN: Remember, Salvation is a Journey

In our text from Acts 2 today, we get a picture of this. We see a community of 
people “devoted to the Apostles teaching and to fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer.” They are losing their old way of life and 
leaning into the new attitudes, appetites, and actions of the kingdom of God. 
They don’t see themselves as superior people. They are a fellowship of sinners, 
each seeking their own sanctification. ”All the believers were together and 
had everything in common.” There’s a holy beauty to their life, an evidence 
of transformation, an amazing kind of love. ”They sold property and 
possessions to give to anyone who had need. Every day they 
continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in 
their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising 
God.” And this lifestyle has a stunning moral authority in their society, so much 
that we’re told that they “enjoyed the favor of all the people. And the 
Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.” (Acts 
2:42-47)



Did you get that last part, because it’s very important? The text says, that the 
Lord filled their ranks with “those who were BEING saved.” The implication 
is that nobody in this church is a finished project. I mean, remember where a 
lot of these people have come from. They’ve come from the tremendously 
broken Jewish and Roman cultures. It’s going to take a lot of time for them to 
be conformed completely into the image of Christ and his kingdom. I call this 
the LONG ROAD Principle and we need to practice it if we want to be a 
redemptive community, especially where deeply engrained issues like sexuality 
are concerned. 

Let’s face it, if we are disciples of Jesus, then we are all in the lengthy process 
of “BEING saved.” We can claim justification by faith through the sacrifice of 
Jesus on the cross, but our sanctification is a life-long journey. For some of us 
there will be dramatic visible changes in some areas. For others of us it will be a 
slow grind across a lot of areas. For some others still there will be things about 
our fallen condition that will await transformation in glory. But let’s not stop 
traveling that long road together. Whatever our issues are, God and his passion 
for us all is greater. So let’s be the kind of extraordinary souls who refuse to 
let go of either His Word or our neighbors. Let’s give witness to God’s life-
changing love as together we walk this Third Way.

Let’s pray together…

God of truth and grace, you are our hope and our refuge. We need your 
redemptive power to flow through each of us, through the life of the Church, 
and throughout our world. In service of your great purposes, help each of us to 
ask regularly what you would have us lose, deny, or die to and then respond to 
what you say. Give us the humility and clarity to address the log in our own eye 
before we attempt to do surgery on the sin of others. Enflame in us a fresh 
passion to earn the moral authority to speak in a life-changing way where 
leadership is so greatly needed. And give us the patience and perseverance to 
walk with one another the long road toward our final salvation. Through the 
name and by the power of Jesus. Amen.
 

Benediction

In the second century A.D., an anonymous figure penned a letter to a religious 
skeptic named Diognetus. In his letter the author described a remarkable people 
with whom he had become enraptured. This is what he wrote: "They cannot be 
distinguished from the rest of the human race by country or language. Yet, 
although they follow the customs of the country… in clothing, food, and other 
matters of daily living, at the same time they give proof of the admittedly 
extraordinary constitution of their own commonwealth… They marry, like 
everyone else, and they beget children, but they do not cast out their offspring. 
They share their meals with each other, but not their marriage bed. It is true 



that they are ‘in the flesh,’ but they do not live ‘according to the flesh.’ They 
busy themselves on earth, but their citizenship is in heaven. They obey the 
established laws, but in their own lives they go far beyond what the laws 
require. They love all and by all are persecuted… They are poor, and yet they 
make many rich. They are completely destitute, and yet they enjoy complete 
abundance… They are reviled, and yet they bless; When they are affronted, 
they still pay due respect... To put it simply: What the soul is in the body, 
THAT Christians are in the world. It is to no less a post than this that God has 
ordained them, and they dare not try to evade it."
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 “The Letter to Diognetus,” Library of Christian Classics: Volume 1, pp. 216-218.


